
SIDE TWO 
 

GWENDOLYN 

A Republican?! 

     LILY 

I knew you were going to be judgmental.    

     GWENDOLYN 

I’m a judge.  It’s my job to be judgmental. 

LILY 

Fairmont didn’t believe me, but I warned him.  I said:  “Fairmont, darling, you don’t have a clue 

what you’re up against.   My Mama is the most unreasonable person on the planet.”  And was I 

right?  Of course, I was right.  

     GWENDOLYN 

His name is Fairmont?!    

     LILY 

What’s wrong with Fairmont? 

     GWENDOLYN 

It sounds like a cemetery.   

     LILY 

I think it’s a distinguished name. 

     GWENDOLYN 

It sounds like a Republican cemetery….Or maybe one of those luxury automobiles from the 

twenties—something with running boards. 

     LILY 

Dammit, Mama.  Fairmont is a human being.  A tall, handsome human being.  I don’t see why 

you can’t give him a chance.   

     GWENDOLYN 

Tall is no good.  The blood doesn’t drain from the skull properly.  He’s bound to burst an 

aneurysm. 

     LILY 

You’re making that up. 

     GWENDOLYN 

I never make anything up.  I’m just frank.  Some people are uncomfortable with the truth. 



     LILY 

Like when you claimed Abraham Lincoln was a Democrat? 

     GWENDOLYN 

He was a Democrat—in his heart.  The rest was just for show…political expediency.  

     LILY 

You really are one of a kind—an American original….They should put you in a museum 

somewhere…or have you bronzed.   My sister is in love with a tree.  She is in love with a tree 

who is not in love with her—that is not in love with her.  My sister is stalking a tree, dammit.  

And you’re concerned about Fairmont’s politics.   

     GWENDOLYN 

Don’t take this out on your sister.  She has nothing to do with this.  And please don’t call it 

stalking.  That’s such a dirty word.  I prefer unrequited love. 

     LILY 

Laurel is in desperate need of psychological help.    

     GWENDOLYN 

Now who’s being judgmental? 

     LILY 

Yes, I’m being judgmental.   Given the choice between loving trees or….or not-trees, I’m 

extremely judgmental.  Human beings do not marry trees.    

       GWENDOLYN 

In remote parts of India they do….and on certain Pacific atolls.   

     LILY 

Look around you, Mama.  This is New York City, not some Pacific atoll.  Do you know what the 

first thing they teach you in psychiatry residency is?  Sanity is culturally specific.  If one of my 

patients tells me he’s into cutting out the hearts of strangers, I don’t report to the senior 

psychiatry attending that the man is mentally fit because the ancient Aztecs also practiced human 

sacrifice….It’s not healthy, the way you humor her. 

     GWENDOLYN 

Better than making her cry the way you did!  Telling her she had—what did you call it? 

     LILY 

Arborophilia.  An unhealthy fetish for trees.     

     GWENDOLYN 

That’s right.   Calling it a sickness.  And who are you to decide what’s healthy and what’s not 

healthy, Lily Gage?   You’re no better than your father was.  Always saying:  This is unhealthy, 

that is unhealthy.  As though being a doctor gave him special insights…..      

     LILY 



If Laurel were schizophrenic, you wouldn’t negotiate with her voices.  If she had multiple 

personalities, you wouldn’t buy them two sets of birthday presents….I wish I knew a way to put 

this that might get through to you….It’s a tall tree.  All the xylem and phloem or whatever 

probably can’t get to the top.  It’s bound to have a tree aneurysm. 

     GWENDOLYN 

Okay, have your fun….But trees are neutral, at worst.  They don’t cause any harm…. 

Republicans are not neutral.  Where on earth did you meet this Woodlawn anyway? 

     LILY 

Fairmont! 

     GWENDOLYN 

Woodlawn, Arlington, Shady Acres.  Whatever.  You haven’t been hanging out in banking 

houses, have you?….Or evangelical churches, God forbid? 

     LILY 

I met him on a street corner—opposite the garden shop….He was looking at real estate. 

     GWENDOLYN 

That’s exactly what we need.  Republicans on our block.  There goes the neighborhood. 

     LILY 

He’s not moving here, Mama.  He was just looking at property for his boss.  She owns a couple 

of parcels in the area….I think she inherited them. 

     GWENDOLYN   

A “couple of parcels”?  Since when do you refer to land in terms of parcels?  He’s corrupting 

you already….Soon you’ll be using the royal we…. 

     LILY 

Papa was a Republican.  Lily and I are half Republican. 

     GWENDOLYN  

You can’t be half Republican.  That’s like being half contagious. 

 


